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Commander's Comments

The guest speaker for February will be William E. Lockridge of Mint Hill, NC.
His topic will be on Confederate Naval Guns.

Now that we have started another year I hope we can all try
to expand our membership.

The speaker last month, Jack Marlar, is one of our best
speakers. I hope we will be able to schedule him again. He is
one of the best recruiters for the SCV and has several topics he
can speak on.

Hope to see all of you at our next meeting.
A good book to read - “Abraham Lincoln’s Execution” by

John Griffin.

In the Bonds of the Old South,
Jim Floyd

Commander

William E. Lockridge
Principal Research Manager

Selma Research Project

Bill Lockridge is a researcher and writer who has studied the role of
the Selma, Alabama military complex during the War of Northern Ag-
gression full time since 2004.  Initially this work was undertaken for
casual and recreational purposes but over time it has evolved into a full
time research effort intended to result in publication of a book.

In the process of his research, Lockridge has become one of the key
resources to the historical community for ready information on many of
the events & activities that happened there during the war.  In particu-
lar, he has become one of the most knowledgeable resources on the
story behind the manufacturing of the famous Confederate Brooke guns
that were hailed as the best in the world at the time.

Lockridge is a frequent speaker on topics that relate to Selma, her
wartime activities and some of the people who played important roles in
the service of the Glorious Cause. He has been published in a number of
magazine and newspaper articles, and has appeared on television to
present some of his work on Selma.  His presentations touch on the
naval affairs at Hampton Roads in 1862, the battle of Mobile Bay in 1864,
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Brooke gun specifics, the battle of Selma in
1865, and manufacturing, transportation,
logistics & shipbuilding in Selma through-
out the war.  He has a digital image library
of well over 7,000 Selma–related relics.

He is a graduate of A. G. Parrish High
School in Selma, earned a Bachelor of
Science degree from Auburn University,
and is a graduate of the US Army Aviator
School at Fort Rucker, AL.  Bill served as a
combat helicopter pilot in Viet Nam and is
an honorably discharged veteran.  He
worked as an offshore helicopter pilot, flight
instructor, Alabama National Guard pilot,
airport manager, consultant, project man-
ager and regional property manager for a
large wireless communications corporation.

His work and travels have carried him
to 4 continents and many countries over
the past 60 years, and to us here in Sparks
today/tonight.

George Edward Pickett (January 16,  25 or  28, 1825 – July 30, 1875)

Pickett was born in Richmond, Virginia, the
first of the eight children of Robert and Mary
Pickett, a prominent family of Old Virginia. He
was the cousin of future Confederate general
Henry Heth. He went to Springfield, Illinois, to
study law, but at the age of 17 he was appointed to
the United States Military Academy. Legend has
it that Pickett’s West Point appointment was
secured for him by Abraham Lincoln, but this is
largely believed to be a story circulated by his
widow following his death.

Pickett was a popular cadet at West Point,
charming and dapper, but a class clown and
graduated last of 59 students in the Class of 1846.
Sometimes such a performance gains the per-
former a ticket to an obscure posting and a dead-
end career, but Pickett, as George Custer did
later, had the fortune to graduate just after the
Mexican-American War broke out and the army
had a sudden need for officers of any kind. He was
commissioned a brevet second lieutenant in the
U.S. 8th Infantry Regiment, and almost immedi-
ately entered into battle. He gained national
recognition when he was the first to climb the
parapet during the Battle of Chapultepec, and,
retrieving an American flag from his wounded
colleague, future Confederate general James
Longstreet, unfurled it over the fortress while
under fire. He received a brevet promotion to
captain for his exploit. After the war, while
serving on the Texas frontier, he was promoted to
first lieutenant in 1849 and to captain, in the 9th
U.S. Infantry, in March 1855.

In January 1851, Pickett married Sally
Harrison Steward Minge, the daughter of Dr.
John Minge of Virginia, the great-great-grand-
niece of President William Henry Harrison, and
the great-great-granddaughter of Benjamin
Harrison, a signer of the United States Declara-
tion of Independence. Sally died during childbirth
that November, at Fort Gates, Texas.

Captain Pickett next served in the Washing-
ton Territory. In 1856 he commanded the con-
struction of Fort Bellingham on Bellingham Bay,
in what is today the city of Bellingham, Washing-
ton. While posted to Fort Bellingham, Pickett
married a Native American woman of the Haida
tribe, Morning Mist, who gave birth to a son,
James Tilton Pickett; Morning Mist died a few
years later. “Jimmy” Pickett made a name for
himself as a newspaper artist in his short life. He
died of tuberculosis at the age of 32 near Port-
land, Oregon.

In 1859, Pickett occupied San Juan Island,
thus becoming involved in a territorial dispute
with Great Britain. While commanding a garrison
of only 68 men, he stood up to a British force of
three warships and 1000 men. His presence may
have prevented their landing, but the British
were under orders that dictated there be no
confrontations. He was quoted as saying defiantly,
“We’ll make a Bunker Hill of it.”

After the firing on Fort Sumter, Pickett
journeyed from Oregon to serve his home state
Virginia. Arriving after the First Battle of Bull
Run, he resigned his commission in the U.S.
Army on June 25, 1861; he had been holding a
commission as a major in the Confederate States
Army Artillery since March 16. Within a month
he was appointed colonel in command of the
Rappahannock Line of the Department of
Fredericksburg, under the command of Maj. Gen.
Theophilus H. Holmes. Holmes’ influence ob-
tained a commission for Pickett as a brigadier
general, dated January 14, 1862.

Pickett made a colorful general. He rode a
sleek black charger named “Old Black,” and wore
a small blue kepi-style cap, with buffed gloves
over the sleeves of an immaculately tailored
uniform that had a double row of gold buttons on
the coat, and shiny gold spurs on his highly
polished boots. He held an elegant riding crop
whether mounted or walking. His mustache
drooped gracefully beyond the corners of his
mouth and then turned upward at the ends. His
hair was the talk of the Army: “long ringlets
flowed loosely over his shoulders, trimmed and
highly perfumed, his beard likewise was curling
and giving up the scent of Araby.”

Pickett’s first combat command was during
the Peninsula Campaign, leading a brigade that
was nicknamed the Gamecocks (the brigade
would eventually be led by Richard B. Garnett in
Pickett’s Charge). The brigade and its com-
mander performed well enough at Williamsburg,

William E. Lockridge (Bio cont)



Seven Pines, and Gaines’ Mill. At Gaines’ Mill,
Pickett was knocked off his horse by a bullet in
the shoulder, and although he made an enor-
mous fuss that he was mortally wounded, a staff
officer examined the wound and rode away,
stating that he was “perfectly able to take care of
himself.” However, Pickett’s condition was actu-
ally in between the two diagnoses, and he was out
of action for three months on medical leave, and
his arm would remain stiff for at least a year.

When Pickett returned to the Army in
September 1862, Pickett was given command of a
two-brigade division in the corps commanded by
his old colleague from Mexico, Maj. Gen. James
Longstreet, and was promoted to major general on
October 10. At the Battle of Fredericksburg, in
December, it was lightly engaged, suffering no
fatalities. Longstreet’s entire corps was absent
from the Battle of Chancellorsville in May 1863,
as it was detached on the Suffolk Campaign.

Before the Gettysburg Campaign, Pickett fell
in love with a Virginia teenager, LaSalle “Sallie”
Corbell (1843–1931), commuting back and forth
from his duties in Suffolk to be with her. Al-
though Sallie would later insist that she met him
in 1852 (at age 9), she did not marry the 38-year-
old widower until November 13, 1863.

Pickett’s division arrived at the Battle of
Gettysburg on the evening of the second day, July
2, 1863. It had been delayed by the assignment of
guarding the Confederate lines of communication
through Chambersburg, Pa. Lee’s plan for July 3
called for a massive assault on the center of the
Union lines on Cemetery Ridge, calculating that
attacks on either flank the previous two days had
drawn troops from the center. He directed Gen-
eral Longstreet to assemble a force of three
divisions for the attack—two exhausted divisions
under Brig. Gen. J. Johnston Pettigrew and Maj.
Gen. Isaac R. Trimble, and Pickett’s fresh divi-
sion from Longstreet’s own corps. Lee referred to
Pickett as leading the charge (although
Longstreet was actually in command), which is
one of the reasons that it is generally not known
to popular history by the more accurate name
“Pickett-Pettigrew-Trimble Assault.”

Following a two-hour artillery barrage that
was meant to soften up the Union defenses, the
three divisions stepped off across open fields
almost a mile from Cemetery Ridge. Pickett
inspired his men by shouting, “Up, Men, and to
your posts! Don’t forget today that you are from
Old Virginia.” Pickett’s division, with the brigades
of Brig. Gens. Lewis A. Armistead, Richard B.
Garnett, and James L. Kemper, was on the right
flank of the assault. It received punishing artil-
lery fire, and then volleys of massed musket fire
as it approached its objective. Armistead’s brigade
made the farthest progress through the Union
lines. Armistead was mortally wounded, falling
near “The Angle”, at what is now considered the
“High Water Mark of the Confederacy.” But

George Edward Pickett (January 16,  25 or  28, 1825 – July 30, 1875)

neither of the other two divisions made compa-
rable progress across the fields and Armistead’s
success was not reinforced, and his men were
quickly cut down or captured.

Pickett’s Charge was a bloodbath. While the
Union lost about 1,500 killed and wounded, the
Confederate casualties were several times that,
so that over 50% of the men sent across the fields
were killed or wounded. Pickett’s three brigade
commanders and all 13 of his regimental com-
manders were casualties. Kemper was wounded,
and Garnett and Armistead did not survive.
Trimble and Pettigrew were the most senior
casualties, the former losing a leg and the latter
wounded in the hand and dying during the retreat
to Virginia. Pickett himself has received some
historical criticism for surviving the battle
personally unscathed, but his position well to the
rear of his troops (probably at the Codori farm on
the Emmitsburg Road) was command doctrine at
the time for division commanders.

As soldiers straggled back to the Confederate
lines along Seminary Ridge, Lee feared a Union
counteroffensive and tried to rally his center,
telling returning soldiers that the failure was “all
my fault.” Pickett was inconsolable. When Lee
told Pickett to rally his division for the defense,
Pickett allegedly replied, “General Lee, I have no
division now.” Pickett’s official report for the
battle has never been found. It is rumored that
Gen. Lee rejected it for its bitter negativity and
demanded that it be rewritten, and an updated
version was never filed.

To his dying day, Pickett mourned the great
loss of his men. After the war, it is said that he
met once with General Lee in a meeting de-
scribed as “icy.” John Singleton Mosby seems to
have been the only witness to support this claim
of coldness between Lee and Pickett. Others were
present and are on record denying such an
exchange. Mosby related that afterward Pickett
said bitterly, “That man destroyed my division.”
Most historians find this encounter less than
likely, especially as Pickett was on record else-
where as having said, after being asked why
Pickett’s Charge failed, that “I’ve always thought
the Yankees had something to do with it.”

After Gettysburg, despite never receiving
condemnation by Lee or Longstreet, Pickett’s
career went into decline. He commanded the
Department of Southern Virginia and North
Carolina over the winter, and then served as a
division commander in the Defenses of Rich-
mond. After P.G.T. Beauregard bottled up Ben-
jamin Butler in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign,
Pickett’s division was detached in support of
Robert E. Lee’s operation in the Overland Cam-
paign, just before the Battle of Cold Harbor, in
which Pickett’s division occupied the center of
the defensive line, a place in which the main
Union attack did not occur. His division returned
to take part in the Siege of Petersburg. On April
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1, 1865, Pickett’s defeat at the Battle of Five
Forks was a pivotal moment that unraveled the
tenuous Confederate line and caused Lee to order
the evacuation of Richmond, Virginia, and retreat
toward Appomattox Court House. It was a final
humiliation for Pickett, because he was two
miles away from his troops at the time of the
attack, enjoying a shad bake with some other
officers. By the time he returned to the battle-
field, it was too late.

There has been a historical controversy
about whether, after the Battle of Sayler’s Creek
on April 6, 1865, Pickett was relieved of com-
mand. Lt. Col. Walter H. Taylor, Lee’s chief of
staff, wrote after the war that he issued orders for
Lee relieving Pickett, along with Maj. Gens.
Richard H. Anderson and Bushrod R. Johnson. No
copies of these orders remain. Lee’s biographer,
Douglas Southall Freeman, wrote: at the same
time that Lee relieved Anderson of command, he
took the same action regarding Pickett and
Bushrod Johnson, but the order regarding Pickett
apparently never reached him. As late as April 11
he signed himself, “Maj. Genl. Comdg.” Lee
thought the order had been given Pickett, and
when he saw him later he is said to have re-
marked, “I thought that man was no longer with
the army.” Historian William Marvel suggests
that since both Anderson and Johnson acknowl-
edged their own reliefs, “There is therefore no
reason to suspect an order would not have been
issued relieving Pickett, both because his divi-
sion had been shattered beyond repair and
because of his allegedly poor performance at Five
Forks. ... That leaves only the question of
whether Pickett received the order.” Marvel does
not answer this question conclusively, although
he considers it to be a “charitable interpretation”
of Pickett’s report that he did not receive it.
Pickett continued to command his division (a
division that had been reduced in strength to
below that of a brigade), reporting to Longstreet,
but Longstreet makes no mention of Pickett’s
division in his final report. On April 9 Pickett
commanded his remaining troops in the Battle of
Appomattox Courthouse, forming up in the final
battle line of the Army of Northern Virginia. He
surrendered with Lee’s army and was paroled at
Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.

A legend told by Pickett’s widow stated that
when the Union Army marched into Richmond,
she received a surprise visitor. He acted gra-
ciously and inquired whether he had found the
Pickett house. Abraham Lincoln himself had
come to determine the fate of an old acquain-
tance before the war, and Sallie, astonished,
admitted she was his wife and held out her infant
for the president to cradle. Lincoln historian
Gerald J. Prokopowicz has called this story a
“fantasy”.

Despite his parole, Pickett fled to Canada.
He returned to Norfolk, Virginia, in 1866 to work

as an insurance agent. Pickett had difficulty
seeking amnesty after the Civil War. This was a
problem shared by other former Confederate
officers who had been West Point graduates and
had resigned their commissions at the start of
the war. Former Union officers, including Ulysses
S. Grant, supported pardoning Pickett, but it was
not until one year prior to his death that George
Pickett received a full pardon by Act of Congress
(June 23, 1874). Pickett died in Norfolk and is
buried in Richmond’s Hollywood Cemetery.

Pickett today is widely perceived as being a
tragic hero of sorts—a flamboyant officer who
wanted to lead his troops into a glorious battle,
but always missed the opportunity—until the
disastrous charge at Gettysburg. Douglas Southall
Freeman’s works (especially Lee’s Lieutenants),
as well as Michael Shaara’s novel The Killer
Angels (1975) (and Gettysburg (1993), the film
adaptation in which he is portrayed by Stephen
Lang) have greatly enhanced this reputation in
popular culture.

Pickett’s grave is marked by an elaborate
memorial in Hollywood Cemetery. Commissioned
in 1875 by the Pickett Division Association, a
group of veterans from his division, it was origi-
nally intended to be placed at Gettysburg National
Military Park at the “High Water Mark” of
Pickett’s Charge, but was built in Richmond
when the U.S. War Department refused permis-
sion for the battlefield placement. A monument to
Pickett also stands in the American Camp on
San Juan Island, Washington, erected by the
Washington University Historical Society, Octo-
ber 21, 1904.

Fort Pickett in Blackstone, Virginia, is
named in his honor. Originally a site for the
Civilian Conservation Corps, it was an active
U.S. Army training facility in World War II and is
currently occupied by the Virginia National
Guard.

If you would like to receive Honor-
ing the Gray each month by email,
please send me your email address at
jenkinsscv@yahoo.com.

Any member deciding to receive
the newsletter by email only and re-
moved from the mailing list can at any
time change their request and again
receive the newsletter by mail just by
notifying me.

Yours in the Cause,
Jerry Brown, editor, Honoring the Gray

George Edward Pickett (January 16,  25 or  28, 1825 – July 30, 1875)

4



5

In an 1856 letter to his wife Mary Custis
Lee, Robert E. Lee called slavery “a moral and
political evil.” Yet he concluded that black slaves
were immeasurably better off here than in Africa,
morally, socially and physically.

The fact is large numbers of free Negroes
owned black slaves; in fact, in numbers dispropor-
tionate to their representation in society at large.
In 1860 only a small minority of whites owned
slaves. According to the U.S. census report for
that last year before the Civil War, there were
nearly 27 million whites in the country. Some
eight million of them lived in the slaveholding
states.

The census also determined that there were
fewer than 385,000 individuals who owned slaves.
Even if all slaveholders had been white, that
would amount to only 1.4 percent of whites in the
country (or 4.8 percent of southern whites owning
one or more slaves).

In the rare instances when the ownership of
slaves by free Negroes is acknowledged in the
history books, justification centers on the claim
that black slave masters were simply individuals
who purchased the freedom of a spouse or child
from a white slaveholder and had been unable to
legally manumit them. Although this did indeed
happen at times, it is a misrepresentation of the
majority of instances, one which is debunked by
records of the period on blacks who owned slaves.
These include individuals such as Justus Angel
and Mistress L. Horry, of Colleton District, South
Carolina, who each owned 84 slaves in 1830. In
fact, in 1830 a fourth of the free Negro slave
masters in South Carolina owned 10 or more
slaves; eight owning 30 or more.

According to federal census reports, on June
1, 1860 there were nearly 4.5 million Negroes in
the United States, with fewer than four million of
them living in the southern slaveholding states.
Of the blacks residing in the South, 261,988 were
not slaves. Of this number, 10,689 lived in New
Orleans. The country’s leading African American
historian, Duke University professor John Hope
Franklin, records that in New Orleans over 3,000
free Negroes owned slaves, or 28 percent of the
free Negroes in that city.

To return to the census figures quoted
above, this 28 percent is certainly impressive
when compared to less than 1.4 percent of all
American whites and less than 4.8 percent of
southern whites. The statistics show that, when
free, blacks disproportionately became slave
masters.

The majority of slaveholders, white and
black, owned only one to five slaves. More often
than not, and contrary to a century and a half of
bullwhips-on-tortured-backs propaganda, black
and white masters worked and ate alongside
their charges; be it in house, field or workshop.
The few individuals who owned 50 or more slaves

were confined to the top one percent, and have
been defined as slave magnates.

In 1860 there were at least six Negroes in
Louisiana who owned 65 or more slaves The
largest number, 152 slaves, were owned by the
widow C. Richards and her son P.C. Richards, who
owned a large sugar cane plantation. Another
Negro slave magnate in Louisiana, with over 100
slaves, was Antoine Dubuclet, a sugar planter
whose estate was valued at (in 1860 dollars)
$264,000. That year, the mean wealth of south-
ern white men was $3,978.

In Charleston, South Carolina in 1860 125
free Negroes owned slaves; six of them owning 10
or more. Of the $1.5 million in taxable property
owned by free Negroes in Charleston, more than
$300,000 represented slave holdings. In North
Carolina 69 free Negroes were slave owners.

In 1860 William Ellison was South Carolina’s
largest Negro slaveowner. In Black Masters. A
Free Family of Color in the Old South, authors
Michael P. Johnson and James L. Roak write a
sympathetic account of Ellison’s life. From
Ellison’s birth as a slave to his death at 71, the
authors attempt to provide justification, based on
their own speculation, as to why a former slave
would become a magnate slave master.

At birth he was given the name April. A
common practice among slaves of the period was
to name a child after the day or month of his or
her birth. Between 1800 and 1802 April was
purchased by a white slave-owner named William
Ellison. Apprenticed at 12, he was taught the
trades of carpentry, blacksmithing and machin-
ing, as well as how to read, write, cipher and do
basic bookkeeping.

On June 8, 1816, William Ellison appeared
before a magistrate (with five local freeholders as
supporting witnesses) to gain permission to free
April, now 26 years of age. In 1800 the South
Carolina legislature had set out in detail the
procedures for manumission. To end the practice
of freeing unruly slaves of “bad or depraved”
character and those who “from age or infirmity”
were incapacitated, the state required that an
owner testify under oath to the good character of
the slave he sought to free. Also required was
evidence of the slave’s “ability to gain a livelihood
in an honest way.”

Black Confederates and Afro-Yankees in
Civil War Virginia (University Press of Virginia-
1995) was written by Ervin L. Jordan Jr., an
African-American and assistant professor and
associate curator of the Special Collections
Department, University of Virginia library. He
wrote: “One of the more curious aspects of the
free black existence in Virginia was their owner-
ship of slaves. Black slave masters owned mem-
bers of their family and freed them in their wills.
Free blacks were encouraged to sell themselves

Black Slaveowners
By Robert M. Grooms © 1997
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into slavery and had the right to choose their
owner through a lengthy court procedure.”

In 1816, shortly after his manumission,
April moved to Stateburg. Initially he hired slave
workers from local owners. When in 1817 he built
a gin for Judge Thomas Watries, he credited the
judge nine dollars “for hire of carpenter George
for 12 days.” By 1820 he had purchased two adult
males to work in his shop. In fewer than four
years after being freed, April demonstrated that
he had no problem perpetuating an institution he
had been released from.

On June 20, 1820, April appeared in the
Sumter District courthouse in Sumterville.
Described in court papers submitted by his
attorney as a “freed yellow man of about 29 years
of age,” he requested a name change because it
“would yet greatly advance his interest as a
tradesman.” A new name would also “save him
and his children from degradation and contempt
which the minds of some do and will attach to the
name April.” Because “of the kindness” of his
former master and as a “Mark of gratitude and
respect for him” April asked that his name be
changed to William Ellison. His request was
granted.

In time the black Ellison family joined the
predominantly white Episcopalian church. On
August 6, 1824 he was allowed to put a family
bench on the first floor, among those of the
wealthy white families. Other blacks, free and
slave, and poor whites sat in the balcony. Another
wealthy Negro family would later join the first
floor worshippers.

Between 1822 and the mid-1840s, Ellison
gradually built a small empire, acquiring slaves
in increasing numbers. He became one of South
Carolina’s major cotton gin manufacturers,
selling his machines as far away as Mississippi.
From February 1817 until the War Between the
States commenced, his business advertisements
appeared regularly in newspapers across the
state. These included the Camden Gazette, the
Sumter Southern Whig and the Black River
Watchman.

In his book, Ervin L. Jordan Jr. writes that,
as the great conflagration of 1861-1865 ap-
proached: “Free Afro-Virginians were a nascent
black middle class under siege, but several
acquired property before and during the war.
Approximately 169 free blacks owned 145,976
acres in the counties of Amelia, Amherst, Isle of
Wight, Nansemond, Prince William and Surry,
averaging 870 acres each. Twenty-rune Peters-
burg blacks each owned property worth $1,000
and continued to purchase more despite the war.”

Jordan offers an example: “Gilbert Hunt, a
Richmond ex-slave blacksmith, owned two slaves,
a house valued at $1,376, and $500 in other
properties at his death in 1863.” Jordan wrote
that “some free black residents of Hampton and
Norfolk owned property of considerable value; 17

black Hamptonians possessed property worth a
total of $15,000. Thirty-six black men paid taxes
as heads of families in Elizabeth City County and
were employed as blacksmiths, bricklayers,
fishermen, oystermen and day laborers. In three
Norfolk County parishes 160 blacks owned a total
of $41,158 in real estate and personal property.

In 1838 Ellison purchased on time 54.5
acres adjoining his original acreage from one
Stephen D. Miller. He moved into a large home on
the property. What made the acquisition notable
was that Miller had served in the South Carolina
legislature, both in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the Senate, and while a resident of
Stateburg had been governor of the state.
Ellison’s next door neighbor was Dr. W.W. Ander-
son, master of “Borough House, a magnificent
18th Century mansion. Anderson’s son would win
fame in the War Between the States as General
“Fighting Dick” Anderson.

By 1847 Ellison owned over 350 acres, and
more than 900 by 1860. He raised mostly cotton,
with a small acreage set aside for cultivating
foodstuffs to feed his family and slaves. In 1840
he owned 30 slaves, and by 1860 he owned 63.
His sons, who lived in homes on the property,
owned an additional nine slaves. They were
trained as gin makers by their father. They had
spent time in Canada, where many wealthy
American Negroes of the period sent their chil-
dren for advanced formal education. Ellison’s sons
and daughters married mulattos from Charleston,
bringing them to the Ellison plantation to live.

Although a successful businessman and
cotton farmer, Ellison’s major source of income
derived from being a “slave breeder.” Slave
breeding was looked upon with disgust through-
out the South, and the laws of most southern
states forbade the sale of slaves under the age of
12. In several states it was illegal to sell inher-
ited slaves. Nevertheless, in 1840 Ellison secretly
began slave breeding.

While there was subsequent investment
return in raising and keeping young males,
females were not productive workers in his
factory or his cotton fields. As a result, except for
a few females he raised to become “breeders,”
Ellison sold the female and many of the male
children born to his female slaves at an average
price of $400. Ellison had a reputation as a harsh
master. His slaves were said to be the district’s
worst fed and clothed. On his property was located
a small, windowless building where he would
chain his problem slaves.

As with the slaves of his white counterparts,
occasionally Ellison’s slaves ran away. The
historians of Sumter District reported that from
time to time Ellison advertised for the return of
his runaways. On at least one occasion Ellison
hired the services of a slave catcher. According to

Black Slaveowners
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an account by Robert N. Andrews, a white man
who had purchased a small hotel in Stateburg in
the 1820s, Ellison hired him to run down “a
valuable slave. Andrews caught the slave in
Belleville, Virginia. He stated: “I was paid on
returning home $77.50 and $74 for expenses.

Following in their father’s footsteps, the
Ellison family actively supported the Confederacy
throughout the war. They converted nearly their
entire plantation to the production of corn, fodder,
bacon, corn shucks and cotton for the Confeder-
ate armies. They paid $5,000 in taxes during the
war. They also invested more than $9,000 in
Confederate bonds, treasury notes and certifi-
cates in addition to the Confederate currency
they held. At the end, all this valuable paper
became worthless.

The younger Ellisons contributed more than
farm produce, labor and money to the Confederate
cause. On March 27, 1863 John Wilson Buckner,
William Ellison’s oldest grandson, enlisted in the
1st South Carolina Artillery. Buckner served in
the company of Captains P.P. Galliard and A.H.
Boykin, local white men who knew that Buckner
was a Negro. Although it was illegal at the time
for a Negro to formally join the Confederate

forces, the Ellison family’s prestige nullified the
law in the minds of Buckner’s comrades.
Buckner was wounded in action on July 12, 1863.
At his funeral in Stateburg in August, 1895 he
was praised by his former Confederate officers as
being a “faithful soldier.”

Following the war the Ellison family fortune
quickly dwindled. But many former Negro slave
magnates quickly took advantage of circum-
stances and benefited by virtue of their race. For
example Antoine Dubuclet, the previously men-
tioned New Orleans plantation owner who held
more than 100 slaves, became Louisiana state
treasurer during Reconstruction, a post he held
from 1868 to 1877.

A truer picture of the Old South, one never
presented by the nation’s mind molders, emerges
from this account. The American South had been
undergoing structural evolutionary changes far,
far greater than generations of Americans have
been led to believe. In time, within a relatively
short time, the obsolete and economically nonvi-
able institution of slavery would have disap-
peared. The nation would have been spared
awesome traumas from which it would never fully
recover.

Black Slaveowners
By Robert M. Grooms © 1997
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Prayer Closet
• Continue to pray for our those effected

by the economy; especially those
unemployed.

• Please continue to pray for our
President & government leaders. The
SCV, national, division and brigade.

• Continue to pray for renewed faith and
fellowship during the new year.

• Pray for our service men and women
protecting our freedom.

• Pray for the families of our troops.

Member Handbook

The camp handbook is currently
being updated. It will be available to down-
load from the Micah Jenkins website when
complete. If you need to update your per-
sonal information please let 1st Lt. Com-
mander Brad Blackmon know.

Brad can be reached at home (803)
325-2472, cellphone(704) 806-8420, or by
email at brblackmon@comporium.net.

Do you have an article for
Honoring the Gray?

If so, please send to Jerry Brown at
jenkinsscv@yahoo.com or call Jerry at

803-327-2834.  Articles may be funny or
serious as long as it reflects the ideals and
purpose of the SCV.  Please limit the size

of articles for mailing purposes.
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George Edward Pickett
January 16, 25 or 28 1825 - July 30, 1875


